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Sec. 3. Registration. Every person offering to vote shall be at the time

legally registered as a voter as herein prescribed and in the manner provided by

law. The General Assembly shall enact general laws governing the registration

of voters.

Sec. 4. Qualification for registration. Every person presenting himself for

registration shall be able to read and write any section of the Constitution in the

English language.

Sec. 5. Elections by people and General Assembly. All elections by the

people shall be by ballot, and all elections by the General Assembly shall be viva

voce. A contested election for any office established by Article III of this

Constitution shall be determined by joint ballot of both houses of the General

Assembly in the manner prescribed by law.

Sec. 6. Eligibility to elective office. Every qualified voter in North Carolina

who is 21 years of age, except as in this Constitution disqualified, shall be

eligible for election by the people to office.

Sec. 7. Oath. Before entering upon the duties of an office, a person elected

or appointed to the office shall take and subscribe the following oath:

"I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will

support and maintain the Constitution and laws of the United States, and the

Constitution and laws of North Carolina not inconsistent therewith, and that I

will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as

, so help me God."

Sec. 8. Disqualifications for office. The following persons shall be disquali-

fied for office:

First, any person who shall deny the being of Almighty God.

Second, with respect to any office that is filled by election by the people, any

person who is not qualified to vote in an election for that office.

Third, any person who has been adjudged guilty of treason or any other felony

against this State or the United States, or any person who had been adjudged

guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it had been

committed in this State, or any person who has been adjudged guilty of

corruption or malpractice in any office, or any person who has been removed by

impeachment from any office, and who has not been restored to the rights of

citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.

Sec. 9. Dual office holding.

(1) Prohibitions. It is salutary that the responsibilities of self-government be

widely shared among the citizens of the State and that the potential abuse of

authority inherent in the holding of multiple offices by an individual be avoided.

Therefore, no person who holds any office or place of trust or profit under the

United States or any department thereof, or under any other state or govern-

ment, shall be eligible to hold any office in this State that is filled by election by

the people. No person shall hold concurrently any two offices in this State that

are filled by election of the people. No person shall hold concurrently any two or

more appointive offices or places of trust or profit, or any combination of elective

and appointive offices or places of trust or profit, except as the General

Assembly shall provide by general law.

(2) Exceptions. The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit any officer of

the military forces of the State or of the United States not on active duty for an


